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Comments: 

Dear Cammlssioners 

I have long Intended Io write to you about the FWs llmltsd regulatlon of publk airwaves. I probabh 
should wrlte my local congressman also about the FCC's limlted control in r w n t  years. 

It seems to me there are 4 times the number of televlslon commercials slnce public aitwave 
channels decided to compete wkh cable televisions cheap edvertising. 

Being a buslneaa owner I know comrnerclal advertising spots are at an all time low cost as low as 
$20 a spot. This makes watching programming unbearable when commerclal Interruption seems 
unreasonable and unregulated. What can I do to requeet some reasonable d r l c t l o n  on advertising 
interruptlon of news and public viewlngl 

Second, I have notlced the Influx ot cheap vulgar content in radlo and Tolevision. I belkve our 
soclety suffers from tablold and rmsh TV and Shock televlslon. Do you have any control over viewing 
content as It seems you dld years ago. 

Radlo has mornlng programmlng talk shows that are vulgar to say the very least and are setting a 
Howard Stern trend. They are alred early In the morning and ore worse than I hear In bars and 
Ealoons. Does the flni amendment allow any venue of Rlth on publlc alnvgvm. 

rhe number at attorneys or ambulance chaeem commerclals Is cnratlng a tremendous llablllty for 
Insurance companies e8 my bmther who owns a small furniture store said if I go out of busin- It 
nlll be because 1 couldn't afford the Insurance. 
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These ISSUB go beyond reason as n o m  sources and advettisers mallgn parental values and soclal 
IcSUes. 

My twln brothers son told his mother it is your fault I am not black It seems medla has created an 
envlronment of focus for women and mlnorlty's whlch goen beyond creatlng respect for Indlviduals 
of different r a m  but a faeelnation wlth mlnoritks and llberal views I had one friend tell me he is 
amazed liberals have 80 much power in the medla. 

Do canservatlves have equal rights? I thlnk not. 

Our area of Missouri i8 becomlng rapid wlth methanpedlmlne uaers. 

mat's entertalnment??? Can't you nqulre aome station responsibillty for advenlsements or 
programming that does some good ... benefits society .... has the publlc welfare in mind. 

How can i help make t h l s g  better? At leaet for kldr sake. 

Last I have notlced and am deepiy concarned at the number ot cOrpOrstlOnS that control teleVlSl0n 
and radio In locatlons across the count ry... lets cap ownership!! 

Sincerely, 

Larty Mcllrath 
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Please allow more time for  public debate on the proposed upcoming rule change. Thus f 
ar public involvment in this decision has been minimal, while the impact it will have 
on the public will be great. This rule change could lead to even more media consolid 
ation, further restricting the number of view points which people have access to. Rig 
ht now, the number of companies I can get my news from IS about the same as the numbe 
r of companies I can by gasoline from. If this rule change passes, and the anticipate 
d mergers take place, my choices for  media consumption could be closer in number to m 
y choices in soda pop. We need to encourage a greater diversity of viewpoints, not na 
rrow them down. 

Gene Hudnall 
Apt 250H 
1602 Green Mountain D e  
Little Rock, AR 72211 



FAX 1-202-418-2801 

Dear Mr Powell, 

I am joining with the citizens of our nation who object to your intention to change the 
ownership rules for broadce:;t media Your Interests as a representative of the "public 
IntereSl" should be with mairlalning a free and unbiased print and broadcast media. 

Any move that encourages a conflict of Interest, and a trend away from multi-sided 
dlscourse representative of the diversity and views of our nation, should not be 
considered Public opinion should remain representative of Its citizens Competition 
helps to ensure this. Remember the "Public Interest", Individual panicipation should be 
encouraged. Diverse opinior should be honored These cornerstones of our culture will 
suffer greatly from more con8:entration of ownership. Your honest representation lies in 
the "public interest", not in the interest of those you are trusted to regulate. 

You should be obliged to the American cltizens to delay the rule change and allow time 
to have a democratic debate and review about the consequences of the proposed 
changes. Allow a real public debate on this Issue of massive Imporlance to the public 

' ;'10190 Iron Mill Road ' Richmond VA 23235 , 

May 30,2003 
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On Monday the Federal Cornmuniatione Commikon (FCC) Is expectad to adopt dmmatlc Nb 
changer that will extend the market domlnance of the We media corpomUons that control m-t 0 
what Americans read. 8- and hear I am a mapar shareholder in the lergest of those five 
corporations, yet -- speaklng only (or myself, and not for AOL Time Warner - I o p w w  these rub8 
They will stttle debate, inhibit new ideas and shut out smaller bu3nesaes Wing to compb. If the@ 
rule8 hsd been in place In 1970, It would have been virhrally Impaeclible (or me to Start T u m r  1 

Bmdcesting or, 10 years Mer, to launch CNN I 
I 

The FCC ~ I I  vote on several proposals. Including raising the cap on how many TV stetinn can 
owned by one corporation and allowing single corporations to own N stehons and n-DePem Ih 
the same market. I 

If a young media entrepreneur were trying to get starled today under these proposed rulas. 
she wouldn't be able to buy a UHF station. ea I dM. They're ell bough! up. But ewn If Someone 
manage to buy a N statlon, that wouldn't be enough To compete, you have to have good 
programming and good distribution Today both are owned by conglomeratss that ksep the best #or 
themselves and leave the worst (or you - if they sell anything to you at all. Ire hard to mmpata vJhm 
your suppllers are owned by your competitors. We bought MGM. and we later sold Turner 
Broadcasting to Time Warner, because we had IitUe cholce. The blg were gMlng blgger The 8n-d 
were disappearing We had to galn access to proOremming to SUIvIVe. 

Many other independent media companies were wallowed up for the same reason -- because & 
didn't have everything they needed under thelr own roof, and thclr competitors did The Climate d h r  
Monday's expected FCC decision will encourage even more consolldation and be even mom 
inhospitable to smaller busineeses 

Why should the country care? When you 108% small businer-. you lose big Ideas People who bwn 
their own businwses am rhelr own bosses. They are independent thinkers. They know they fan1 

(now Turner Broadcasting) bought its first N station. which at the tlme -6 Losing $50,000 a mohm, 
my board strongly 0b)ected. When TBS bought its second statlon, which was in even worse shape 
than the first, our accountant quit In protest 

Large media corporations are far more profit-focused and risk-averse They someUmes confuse hart- 
term profits and long-term value They klil local programming because #a expensive, and they p h h  
national programming because It's cheap -- even if It runs counter to local intersst6 and communh 
values. For a corporation to launch a new idee, you have to get the backing of executlveo who Be 
obsessed with quarterly earnlngs and afraid of being flred for an idea that fails They ohen pmW to 
sit on the sidelines waiting to buy the businesses or imitate the models of the r18k-tBkm who 
succeed (Two large media corporations turned d m  my Invltatlon to invest in the launch of CNN.) 

That's an undamtandeble approach for a corporatlon -_ but for a society. it's like ovefflshlng Me 
oceans. When the smaller buslnesses are gone, where will the new idea8 come from? Nor does fhls 
trend bode well for new ideas in our democrecy -- ideas the( come only fmm diverse n m  and 

reporting Under the new rules, there will be more consolidation and more n- 
That means laying on reporten or. in other words, downsizlng the workfor- that helps us we o ~ r  
problems and makes us think about solutions. Even more tmubllng are the warning rbns that lage 
media covrat'ons 
'Overage in 
organuations can push P O S i h 9  Stories to gain frlends In government, or unleash 

r ,  . 

i 

he 'did 
I 

compete by imitating me blg guys. they have to innovate. So they are less obeeswd with 
than they are wlth idea8 They're willlng to take risks. When, on my inltlatrve. Turner 

-- wfih masslve market power - could abuse that p o w r  by slanting n- 
that ~ r v e  their P O ~ ~ ~ I C ~ I  or financia interests There is ahways the danger that 

storiel on 
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